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TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN LEBANON 

REF: BEIRUT 13430 

1. LEBANESE AMABSSADOR AL-KHALIL SEEMS INSISTENT ON KEEPING 
US INFORMED OF HIS UNDERSTANDING OF EVENTS IN LEBANON. WE 

DO NOT KNOW HOW TO EVALUATE THE INFORMATION HE IS PASSING TO 
US BUT IN THE HOPE OF BEING HELPFUL, WE HAVE REPORTED PRE- 
VIOUS CONCERSATIONS AND SHALL DO SO IN THE FUTURE UNLESS 
ADDRESSEES CONSIDER THEM OF MARGINAL VALUE. PLEASE ADVISE. 

2. THE LATEST IN THIS SERIES WAS A TELEPHONE CONCERSATION 
KHALIL HAD WITH THE DCM MORNING OF OCTOBER 30 IN WHICH HE 
SAID THAT HE HAD TOLKED WITH HIS FATHER AND BROTHER IN 
LEBANON. WHO HAD MADE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS: 

A. THEY HAD'CHECKED" ABOUT INSISTENT RUMORS THAT 
PRESIDENT FRANGIE WOULD RESIGN AND THAT IT WAS SAID THIS 
WAS"OUT OF THE QUESTION." 
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B. THE GOVERNMENT REMAINED UNWILLING TO COMMIT THE 
LEBANESE ARMED FORCES TO DEALING WITH TEH SECURITY 
SITUATION BECAUSE IT WAS "UNKNOWN WHAT THE CONSEQUENCES 
MIGHT BE." A DECISION ON THIS POINT REQUIRED FURTHER 
"CLARIFICATION"OF THE SITUATION. IN THIS CONTEXT IT WAS 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW WHAT THE POSITION OF "OUTSIDE POWERS" IN. 

C. THERE WAS NOW TALK OF APPEALING TO FRIENDLY ARAB 
COUNTRIES TO SEND MILITARY FORCES TO LEBANON UNDER A 
UNIFIED COMMAND TO STABLILIZE THE SITUATION. WHICH 
COUNTRIES WOULD BE INVITED TO DO SO WAS NOT KNOWN. 

D. IN KHALIL'S FATHER’S OPINION SYRIA STILL HAD AN 
IMPORTANT AND PERHAPS DECISIVE ROLE TO PLAY IN RESOLVING 
THE PRESENT POLITICAL-MILITARY IMPASSE. IT WAS UNCERTAIN, 
HOWEVER, HOW SYRIA COULD BE BROUGHT TO PLAY A MORE ACTIVE 
ROLE BUT KHALIL IMPLIED THAT THE US MIGHT SHOMEHOW BE 
HELPFUL IN THIS RESPECT. 

HELMS 
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